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WHY RETREATS?

We know you have big ideas, and we that believe we 
all benefit when you have a platform to share them. 
Through retreats like this one, we connect with each 
other, share our perspectives, and build career-long 
relationships that further our work.

Retreats embody Ticco’s core values, including:

 → Break Barriers: Encourage collaboration and help 
professionals to look beyond what divides us 

 → Support Future Leaders: Provide a space where 
the next generation of professionals, who are 
inherently more diverse, feel comfortable sharing 
their experiences and perspectives 

EVENT FORMAT

Throughout this retreat, we won’t “talk at”  
you - instead, we’ll enable you to learn by doing. 
In each of your assigned sessions, you’ll learn 
from experts and participate in activities that 
grow your knowledge while connecting you with 
your peers. In addition to these sessions, you’ll 
attend plenary events (keynote, closing plenary, 
and meals) alongside all other attendees. 

Throughout this event, we hope that you’ll 
participate in meaningful conversations with 
your peers. We encourage you to consider 
the challenges you face in your work and your 
community, and to share your experiences. 
Please remember, these discussions are meant to 
be a dialogue between attendees.

SOCIAL GUIDE

Live-tweeting from sessions is encouraged, and 
posts on any social platform are welcome. Find 
handles for speakers and session leads next to 
their bio within this program. 

On all platforms, use #PSDetroit 
Where possible, tag Ticco in your posts  
@go_ticco 
 
Find our Place Shapers Giphy Stickers to use in 
your Instagram stories by searching for ‘Ticco’!

ABOUT PLACE SHAPERS

Our Place Shapers 
retreats connect people 
who have big ideas, and 
are doing important work 
that shapes our cities. 

Retreat 
Overview
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Ticco is the network for 
people who shape cities. 

Retreats
Our Retreats (including this one!) are held 
regionally. With Retreats, we enable attendees 
to develop connections and meaningful working 
relationships. We organize two Place Shapers 
retreats and two adventure retreats each year in 
different destinations nationwide.

OUR MISSION

We’re here to enable people who shape 
cities to embrace each other and 

collaborate as they usher our urban 
areas into the future.

ABOUT TICCO

Platform
Those who join Ticco gain access to our exclusive 
online platform. On the platform, members 
maintain the connections they made at our 
retreats, search for practitioners nationally, follow 
other members, and dive into our work through 
Discussions. If you haven’t joined Ticco, be sure 
to do so at this event to get a special rate and 
access these benefits!

Blog
On the Ticco blog you’ll find helpful career advice 
and insights, member features, and perspectives 
on our fields posted weekly. Members always 
see posts first, and many are later shared in our 
newsletter. Subscribe at go-ticco.co/newsletter 
to ensure you get posts in your inbox!

Podcast
“Shaping Cities” is our official podcast for 
members and non-members alike! Listen to 
episodes and subscribe by searching for Shaping 
Cities on your favorite podcast app!
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Schedule

TRACK 1 TRACK 2

8:30AM CHECK-IN & BREAKFAST / THE GARAGE

Kickstart your morning with local pastries & networking with fellow attendees

9:30AM WELCOME & KEYNOTE / THE GARAGE

Welcome: Katie Rispoli Keaotamai, CEO, Ticco 

Keynote: “The Pedestrian Safety Crisis in America” by Angie Schmitt, Journalist

10:30AM RETHINKING TRANSPORTATION 
IN A CAR-FIRST CITY / BAY 1

CROWDFUNDING FOR 
COMMUNITIES / BAY 2

12:00PM LUNCH / THE GARAGE

Enjoy our taco bar, hydrate & catch up with your peers

1:00PM MENTOR POWER HOUR: MARKETING YOURSELF & YOUR WORK / BAY 1

MENTOR POWER HOUR: RISING THROUGH THE RANKS / BAY 2

2:00PM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FOR 
POLICY CHANGE / BAY 2

WE’RE ALL IN THIS  
TOGETHER / BAY 1

3:15PM INCLUSION IN  
ACCESSIBILITY / BAY 2

CHILD-CENTRIC CITY  
PLANNING / BAY 1

5:30PM DINNER / KARL’S IN THE SIREN HOTEL
Sessions end at 4:30pm. Make your way to Karl’s and meet up with the group at 5:30pm 
for a fun group dinner! Dinner is included in registration. No host bar.

TRACK 1 TRACK 2

8:30AM CHECK-IN & BREAKFAST / THE GARAGE

Kickstart your morning with breakfast bowls & networking with fellow attendees

3:00PM -
4:00PM

CLOSING PLENARY / THE GARAGE

Presentation: “Leveraging Community to Activate your Landscape,”  
Tyrell Anderson, President, Decay Devils 

Address: “Shaping Cities Into 2020,” Katie Rispoli Keaotamai, CEO, Ticco

9:30AM MULTIMODAL FOR WHO? /  
BAY 2

IT’S SO COLD IN THE D / 
BAY 1

12:00PM LUNCH / THE GARAGE

Eat, hydrate, and catch up with your peers

1:00PM MENTOR POWER HOUR: CARVING A PATH IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT / BAY 1

MENTOR POWER HOUR: STARTING A BUSINESS / BAY 2

10:30AM KEEP BEE-ING /  
BAY 2

FINANCING COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT / BAY 1

2:00PM THE NATURE/URBAN DIVIDE / 
BAY 2

SINGLE FAMILY, MANY 
PROBLEMS / BAY 1

5:00PM TOUR / THE BOOK TOWER 
All attendees are welcome to join us for a hard hat tour of the Book 
Tower! A signed waiver (available at check-in) and closed-toed shoes 
are required for entry. Hard hats provided on-site.

Powered By

Powered By

Powered By
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Locations

The Book Tower
1201 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD

A Detroit architectural icon, the Book Tower was 
designed by Louis Kamper and completed in 
1926. The building’s fate has been uncertain since 
the 1970s, and only recently has it found solid 
ground under the ownership of Bedrock Detroit. 
We’ll have the opportunity to tour select areas 
of this historic landmark and see its renovation 
underway on Friday. All attendees are welcome, 
but must sign a waiver (available at check-in.) 
Closed-toed shoes required for entry, hard hats 
provided on-site.

TechTown
440 BORROUGHS STREET

Enter TechTown and head to the right to find 
our Retreat Check-In table and the Garage, 
our primary meeting space. The Garage divides 
into two sections, Bay 1 and Bay 2. During 
select plenary events, the center divider will be 
removed enabling all attendees to join together. 
During sessions, the center divider will be in 
place. Please check the agenda in this program to 
identify the sessions for your assigned track, and 
check signs posted next to each entrance door to 
ensure you are entering the appropriate Bay.

Karl’s
1509 BROADWAY

On Thursday, we’ll host a dinner for attendees 
at Karl’s within the Siren Hotel. This brand new 
restaurant revives the concept of a ‘1950s diner’ 
for today’s age, and serves up a great menu in 
the process. Enter the Siren and head upstairs or 
use the elevator to access Karl’s on the 2nd floor. 
Dinner is included in registration, no host bar.



@go_ticco   #PSDetroit

Plenaries

9:30AM–10:30AM 
THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

The Pedestrian Safety 
Crisis in America
WELCOME & OVERVIEW BY  
KATIE RISPOLI KEAOTAMAI 
CEO, TICCO 
 
KEYNOTE BY ANGIE SCHMITT, 
JOURNALIST

More than 6,000 pedestrians are now killed 
every year on American streets - an enormous 
50 percent increase from the first part of the 
decade. We’ll talk about the social trends that 
are putting people at risk, and why they are 
fundamentally problems of systematic,  
structural inequality. 

3:00PM 
THE GARAGE 
TECHTOWN 

Leveraging  
Community to  
Activate Your 
Landscape
PLENARY PRESENTATION  
BY TYRELL ANDERSON,  
PRESIDENT, DECAY DEVILS

When your instinct is to build community, how 
do you respond when your city loses 58% of its 
population? We’ll hear from Tyrell Anderson, 
artist and community activist, who is transforming 
places in Gary, IN and beyond its borders.

5:30PM 
KARL’S IN THE SIREN HOTEL 

Dinner &  
Happy Hour
Karl’s is a brand new take on a classic 1950s 
diner. Enjoy a fun group dinner with all 
attendees at this new spot created by Detroit 
locals inside the Siren Hotel. Dinner is included 
in registration, no host bar.

8:30–9:30AM 
LOBBY/THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

Check-In & 
Breakfast

12:00PM–1:00PM 
THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

Lunch

8:30–9:30AM 
LOBBY/THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

Check-In & 
Breakfast

12:00PM 
THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

Lunch

3:30PM  
THE GARAGE, TECHTOWN

Shaping Cities  
into 2020
PLENARY ADDRESS BY  
KATIE RISPOLI KEAOTAMAI,  
CEO, TICCO

Those of us who shape cities are pulled in many 
directions. Looking into 2020, we’ll explore the 
factors that have us feeling spread thin and how 
we can lighten the load through collaboration.

5:00PM  
MEET AT  
1201 WASHINGTON  
BOULEVARD

Tour of the  
Book Tower
All attendees (including Thursday 1-day 
registrants) are invited to join in for a hard hat 
tour of Detroit’s iconic 38-story Book Tower, 
completed in 1926. After decades of stagnation 
and vacancy, the building’s renovation is 
underway. Signed waiver and closed-toed shoes 
required for entry.

Powered By

Powered ByPowered By

Powered By
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Mentor  
Power-Hours

1:00PM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Marketing Yourself  
& Your Work
FACILITATED BY  
SARAH MARSOM  
HERITAGE RESOURCE  
CONSULTANT

Sarah Marsom has become well-known for her 
work connecting people to the past through 
hands-on workshops, tours, and specialty 
research projects. She is a pro when it comes to 
partnerships, and has leveraged her social media 
channels to build her own career and develop 
alliances with national organizations. It’s precisely 
this ability to self promote which has led Sarah to 
milestones including placement on the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s inaugural 40 
Under 40 list and becoming a recipient of the 
organization’s American Express Aspire  
Award in 2018.

1:00PM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Rising Through  
the Ranks
FACILITATED BY  
KUMAR KINTALA 
BEDROCK DETROIT

Kumar Kintala has a long track record of working 
in private development and design firms. Today 
he is a Director of Development at Bedrock 
Detroit where he manages Bedrock’s eight-
person real estate development team that 
coordinates 30+ projects and public-private 
partnerships. Previously he was a Principal at 
HR&A Advisors in New York, where he advised 
clients on mixed-use projects and economic 
development policy. He has used market and 
financial analysis to conceive master plans and 
shape development transactions for projects in 
cities across North America.

1:00PM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Carving a Path in 
Government
FACILITATED BY  
SARAH GALLIMORE 
SR. DESIGN STRATEGIST  
CITY OF DETROIT

Sarah is the Sr. Design Strategist on the Mayor’s 
innovation team, a seasoned military spouse, 
outdoor enthusiast and new-ish mother to a 
bubbly 18 month old. After nearly a decade in 
the commercial/corporate design world, Sarah 
transitioned to local government two years 
ago with a brief stint on the City of Durham’s 
Innovation Team before transitioning back to 
Detroit where her and her partner have lived for 
over 5 years. A lateral thinker and committed 
learner - she thrives at the intersection of design 
thinking and business strategy - helping people 
more deeply understand the people they serve, 
how to figure out what to make or do next, why 
it’s important and how to communicate that.

1:00PM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Starting a  
Business
FACILITATED BY  
KATIE RISPOLI KEAOTAMAI 
CEO, TICCO

While a full-time grad student, Katie started her 
first business (a nonprofit organization) in 2014. 
While continuing to run the organization, Katie 
began a consulting practice in 2017. Shortly after, 
she formerly incorporated Ticco in 2018 and 
took up the role as the company’s CEO. With 
experience (and mistakes) under her belt, Katie 
is ready and willing to share insights for those 
who are interested in starting a new business or 
working for themselves.
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Track 1

10:30AM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Rethinking 
Transportation in a 
Car-First City
LED BY ANDY DIDOROSI

Public transit runs on money! Wake up with 
an exciting debate with fellow attendees. 
Participants will be randomly-assigned positions 
to take in this dynamic session as we duke it out 
over transit. Get ready to get NIMBY!

SUSTAINABLE CITIES

2:00PM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Community 
Engagement for Policy 
Change
LED BY BRIANA PARKER

Low-income and black and brown communities 
are already feeling the effects of climate change, 
and they are the most vulnerable going forward. 
We have an opportunity to improve our collective 
chances of survival through clean energy, but 
we must ensure that everyone can benefit. To 
prepare us, this session will focus on how to 
engage with low-income communities through an 
equity lens, using organizing techniques and the 
Jemez Principles.

3:15PM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Inclusion in  
Accessibility 
LED BY TAMEKA CITCHEN-SPRUCE

Tameka has long-advocated that local 
governments house an Office for People with 
Disabilities in order to best meet the needs of 
these local residents. In this session, attendees 
will gain better insight into the role an office 
like this one plays, and the different aspects of 
our cities that are impacted through the lack of 
conscious oversight.

9:30AM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Multimodal for Who?
LED BY ELANA FOX

In this session, participants will get a look into 
the competing priorities that drive micromobility 
organizations and their approach to equity. 
Participants will get to experience this challenge 
firsthand while they work with a team to create an 
imaginary micromobility company/organization 
and develop an approach to product roll-out!

10:30AM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Keep Bee-ing
LED BY TIMOTHY PAULE JACKSON & 
NICOLE LINDSEY

Tim and Nicole of Detroit Hives are true 
community activists. They saw a problem, and 
from there they set out to work towards the 
solution. In a fun game of bingo, participants in 
this session will receive a broad overview of the 
challenges facing our urban bee population, and 
what we can do about it.

2:00PM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

The Nature/ 
Urban Divide 
LED BY ALLEN GALLANT

Allen and his team spend a significant amount 
of time understanding the value local residents 
get from public parks and spaces. In this session, 
participants will gain insight into the community 
outreach process being undertaken by MetroParks 
Toledo, and will walk away with an enhanced 
understanding of how our own experiences shape 
what we expect from the city that surrounds us.
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Track 2
ACTIVATED COMMUNITIES

10:30AM 
BAY 2, THE GARAGE

Crowdfunding for 
Communities
LED BY JOE RASHID & BROOKE HARRIS

How can we leverage digital tools to enhance the 
work of building communities? Joe and Booke 
share the work they’re doing at ioby to increase 
accessibility to crowdfunding tools. Attendees 
will walk away with an increased sense of 
crowdfunding best-practices and techniques.

2:00PM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

We’re All in This 
Together 
LED BY JOHN DELIA

Successful real estate development projects 
often require collaboration and partnerships. 
To form those partnerships, understand your 
position in your community and how you can 
make the most of your existing network. John 
will walk participants through the process of 
discovering their ‘Leader State’ in order to 
understand their ability to connect with others 
and form effective partnerships.

3:15PM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Child-Centric City 
Planning 
LED BY MATT WILLIAMS &  
DAVE WALKER

When it comes to city planning, we have to 
prioritize the needs of vulnerable residents in 
our processes. This includes planning for an 
environment that fosters growth, education, 
and accessibility for children and youth. In this 
session, participants will engage in a group 
activity that helps underscore the challenges 
planners face when allocating resources for 
child-centric spaces.

9:30AM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

It’s So Cold in the D
LED BY ELAYNE ELLIOTT

The cold and snowy days are commonplace in a 
Midwest winter, but it doesn’t make it any easier 
for some. The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
has taken a creative approach to winter and 
re-imagined the season’s programming in public 
spaces. In this session, generate ideas for winter 
programming in your community.

10:30AM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Financing Community 
Development
LED BY EVAN ADAMS

Detroit SOUP is a local community-based 
financing competition that has been translated 
across the country and internationally. Evan 
Adams will offer an in-depth look at how this 
program works and how you can adapt it to serve 
your community!

2:00PM 
BAY 1, THE GARAGE

Single Family, Many 
Problems 
LED BY SHARON WOODS & EDWARD LYNCH

Where do we choose to live and why? In this 
session, participants will explore the factors that 
contribute to neighborhood growth, and how 
growth and stabilization can be controlled through 
the use of zoning strategies.
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Speakers

Angie 
Schmitt
JOURNALIST

Angie Schmitt is a well-known writer on the topic of sustainable 
transportation. Her byline has appeared in places like the 
Atlantic, New York Times and Streetsblog, where she was a 
long-time editor. She is currently working on a book about the 
pedestrian safety crisis in America which will be published in late 
summer by Island Press. She is a mom of two who  
lives in Cleveland.

Tyrell  
Anderson
PRESIDENT & FOUNDER, DECAY DEVILS

The mission of Decay Devils is to educate the general public 
about the historic and social importance of abandoned 
architectural structures, as well as to seek out and secure 
funding to restore and preserve abandoned historic structures 
through local communities and the world. 
Anderson lives in Gary, Indiana, graduated from Purdue 
University Lafayette with a bachelor’s degree in Industrial 
Technology. In addition to his role at Decay Devils, he works 
for The U.S. Steel Corporation and is the president of the Gary 
Public Libraries board of trustees. In 2018, he was an honoree of 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s inaugural 40 Under 
40 list and was named the organization’s Aspire awardee in 2019.

Katie  
Rispoli Keaotamai
CEO, TICCO

Katie Rispoli Keaotamai is the Founder and CEO of Ticco. Katie 
has spent the last seven years completing work that intersects 
with construction, historic preservation, urban planning, and 
placemaking. Previously, Katie served as Executive Director of 
We Are the Next where she provided programs that introduced 
teens and young adults to cities and the built environment. In 
2017, Katie began pursuing her idea for Ticco after observing 
a high demand for multidisciplinary networking in built 
environment and community-serving professions. Since formally 
founding the company in 2018, she has planned and executed 
the build and roll-out of Ticco’s model for professional retreats 
and an online networking platform. She oversees all of Ticco’s 
operations, marketing and outreach efforts, and coordinates 
partnerships with national organizations. When not running 
Ticco, Katie works as a freelance project manager specializing 
in building relocations and the rehabilitation of historic places. 
She holds a BA in Art History from California State University, 
Long Beach, as well as a Master of Heritage Conservation 
from the School of Architecture and a certificate in Nonprofit 
Management & Public Policy from the Sol Price School of Public 
Policy at the University of Southern California. Whenever she has 
the chance, you’ll find Katie rock climbing and teaching climbing 
classes at her home gym in Southern California.
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Session Leads

Andy Didorosi
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT 
DETROIT BUS CO

Andy Didorosi, Detroit native, started The Detroit 
Bus Company in 2011 to fix transit gaps in the city 
of Detroit with direct action. Today, they provide 
thousands of free rides to Detroiters in need 
each month by using a Ride for Ride model where 
every tour ticket purchased supports a free ride.
Tag/Tweet @detroitbus

Brooke Harris
DETROIT ACTION STRATEGIST 
IOBY

Brooke first experienced community organizing 
while working with grassroots education activists. 
With her sister, she co-founded Hollaback! 
Detroit (dedicated to ending street harassment) 
and launched their site via an Ioby project. 
Brooke is also a board member and volunteer for 
Girls Rock Detroit. 
Tag @inourbackyards / Tweet @ioby

John Delia
FOUNDER & CEO 
HOUSING JOINT VENTURE

As a real estate investor, entrepreneur, and 
author John specializes in repositioning value-
added properties in inner cities across the 
Midwest. He began his career at age 18, and today 
manages a portfolio valued in excess of $2.5 
Million. He resides in Columbus, OH with his wife 
Richelle and their miniature Goldendoodle. 
Tag @johndelia / Tweet @jsdelia

Joe Rashid
DETROIT ACTION STRATEGIST 
IOBY

Joe is a Detroit native who has spent his career 
in the city’s nonprofit sector working to empower 
and provide resources to local residents. His 
work is driven by the belief that community 
development is not a career choice, but a way 
of life. 
Tag @inourbackyards / Tweet @ioby

Briana Parker
POLICY MANAGER 
ELEVATE ENERGY

Briana brings experience in law and social work to 
Elevate Energy, where she designs and implements 
programs across Michigan that reduce costs, 
protect the environment, and ensure the benefits 
of clean energy reach those who need them most. 
She also works as State Lead (MI/IL) for the Energy 
Efficiency for All project.  
Tweet @elevate_energy

Tameka Citchen-Spruce
DISABILITY RIGHTS  
ADVOCATE

With titles including Ms. Wheelchair MI (‘06), 
member of Warriors on Wheels of Metropolitan 
Detroit, and volunteer for Muslim Anti-Racism 
Collaborative, Tameka has over 10 years experience 
in disability advocacy and media. In 2008  
she formed Women Empower Inc,  
empowering women with disabilities  
to live their best lives. 

Matthew Williams
PLANNER - WEST REGION 
CITY OF DETROIT

Matt is an urban planner, landscape designer, 
drone photographer and videographer. While he 
now serves as the project manager in the City of 
Detroit’s Planning and Development Department, 
his prior work includes strategic neighborhood 
planning, park design and construction, and 
cultural institutional building.

Elana Fox
SR. OPERATIONS MANAGER, MICHIGAN 
LIME

Elana is passionate about connecting under-
resourced communities with the services and 
networks they need to thrive. In her role  
with Lime, she boosts access to micromobility 
solutions that are safe, affordable,  
accessible, and sustainable for people  
across Michigan.  
Tag @lime / Tweet @limebike

Timothy Paule Jackson
CO-FOUNDER 
DETROIT HIVES

Detroit native Timothy Paule is a creative, 
visionary, entrepreneur, as well as the co-founder 
of Detroit Hives. He is a proud member of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, whereby he loves to serve his 
community. In 2017 he acted on his vision to 
create Bee Moji, an emoji sticker app to help 
spread bee awareness through messaging.  
Tag/Tweet @detroithives

Dave Walker
DESIGN DIRECTOR - WEST REGION 
CITY OF DETROIT

Dave is Design Director - West Region for the City 
of Detroit and is an architect at his own practice, 
W A L K studio. Before his current role, he worked 
in the private sector and served as Executive 
Director of a Chicago-based nonprofit where he 
concentrated on affordable housing, economic 
development and neighborhood redevelopment.

Elayne Elliott
PUBLIC SPACES COORDINATOR 
DETROIT RIVERFRONT CONSERVANCY

In her current role, this Detroit Native uses 
past experiences in sustainability and higher 
education to foster relationships for new program 
offerings, execute public programs and assist with 
volunteers. She is a graduate of Emory University 
in Atlanta, GA, where she received her Bachelors 
of Arts in Environmental Science. 
Tag @detroitriverfront / Tweet @DetroitRvrfrnt 

Nicole Lindsey
CO-FOUNDER 
DETROIT HIVES

When this Detroit native learned of the declining 
bee population, she knew she had to spring into 
action. Today Nicole serves as an educator and 
beekeeper, devoted to altering negative stigmas 
about honeybees and informing of their crucial 
roles and benefits to the environment. Nicole is a 
proud member Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Tag/Tweet @detroithives
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Session Leads

Evan Adams
CAPITAL PROGRAMS MANAGER 
BUILD INSTITUTE

Evan is passionate about systemic economic 
inequality and low and moderate income 
communities’ access to capital. He manages 
Detroit SOUP and Kiva Detroit for Build Institute, 
which provide micro-grants and business loans 
to economic and social entrepreneurs, targeting 
those vulnerable to capital exclusion.
Tag @kiva_detroit / Tweet @StartWithBuild

Allen Gallant
CHIEF OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
METROPARKS TOLEDO

At Metroparks Toledo, a park district serving 
Northwest Ohio, Allen and his team are 
committed to ensuring parks and experiences 
are created through a community-driven process 
done in a responsible manner. Currently they aim 
to create a Metropark that is accessible within 
fives miles of every Lucas County resident. 
Tag @metroparkstoledo / Tweet @MyMetroparks

Advisors

Marques King
MANAGING PRINCIPAL 
FABRIC[K] DESIGN

After growing up in Detroit, Marques felt 
motivated to create sustainable, equitable, and 
beautiful neighborhoods that embrace the city’s 
past and meet the needs of its future. In his work 
he aims to engage with a ‘Detroit Neighborhood 
Renaissance’ and make good design accessible to 
everyday hardworking people. 
Tag @fabrickdesign

Sarah Marsom
HERITAGE RESOURCE  
CONSULTANT

With 10-years of experience working at historic 
sites, Sarah Marsom has a keen understanding of 
storytelling and connecting people to the past. 
She crafts hands-on workshops, tours, executes 
specialty research projects, and partners with 
developers to successfully use preservation as a 
tool for re-imagining old buildings. 
Tag/Tweet @sarahmarsom

Samantha Szeszulski
ARCHITECT & PLANNER 
STANTEC

Sami began working with the Detroit community 
when she became a Challenge Detroit fellow 
in 2017. She went on to intern with the Detroit 
Collaborative Design Center, and today works 
at Stantec on the educational projects team. 
She enjoys the “people” part of architecture, 
including thoughtful, community-driven  projects.  
Tag/Tweet @samiszeszulski

Yolanda Jackson
POLICY ASSOCIATE, COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT ADVOCATES OF DETROIT 

Yolanda is a LISC AmeriCorps Member currently 
serving at Community Development Advocates 
of Detroit (CDAD.) She is a Detroit native who has 
been engaged in efforts to use entrepreneurial 
action to create sustainable communities. 
Yolanda uses her skills to catalyze equitable and 
sustainable outcomes in the city she calls home. 
Tag/Tweet @cdaddetroit

Sharon Woods
FOUNDING PRINCIPAL 
LANDUSEUSA | URBAN STRATEGIES

At her market research and analysis firm, Sharon 
identifies the market potential for Missing Middle 
Housing Formats and shopping choices in 
traditional downtowns.  Her certifications include 
Counselor of Real Estate (CRE) & Congress for the 
New Urbanism (CNUa,) and she is faculty with the 
Incremental Development Alliance (IncDev.)   
Tag @Sharon.M.Woods / Tweet @MIurbanstrategy

Edward Lynch
PLANNER 
DETROIT FUTURE CITY

Edward brings his background in private planning 
and data analysis to Detroit Future City. At the 
organization, he has led research and publication 
efforts, as well as coordinated external efforts for 
land use, open space and long-range planning/
policy issues. He is a certified planner and a 
member of the Michigan Association of Planning. 
Tag @DetroitFutureCity / Tweet @DETFutureCity
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THANK YOU

Thank you to our sponsors 
and partners who have 
helped us to deliver a 
robust program for all of 
our attendees! 

Sponsors

Promotional Partners
APA MICHIGAN 
ASLA ILLINOIS 
ASLA WISCONSIN 
BUILD INSTITUTE 
CEDA MICHIGAN 
CHALLENGE DETROIT

CNU MICHIGAN  
DETROIT COLLABORATIVE DESIGN CENTER (DCDC)
HERITAGE OHIO 
ILLINOIS ASLA 
RUST BELT COALITION OF YOUNG PRESERVATIONISTS

FACEBOOK.COM/MCKENNAASSOCIATES 
MCKA.COM

McKenna provides world-class urban design, 
planning, and development services tailored to 
best serve your community’s needs. Thanks to 
McKenna for powering our Closing Plenary!

@BEDROCKDETROIT 
BEDROCKDETROIT.COM

Bedrock is a full service commercial real estate 
firm based in downtown Detroit specializing in the 
strategic development of urban cores. Thanks to 
Bedrock for supporting our tour!

@MADEBYEACHANDEVERY 
EACHEVERY.COM

Each + Every is a multidisciplinary design studio 
working across print, digital, and environmental 
media. Thanks to Each + Every for doing design 
work for this retreat!

Each+Every
@TECHTOWNDETROIT 
TECHTOWNDETROIT.ORG

TechTown supports businesses through an 
incubator/accelerator, networking events, 
coworking, and meeting/event spaces. Thanks to 
TechTown for a partial donation of our venue!
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CODE OF CONDUCT

Our event may differ from your past experiences at professional gatherings. Rather than having 
one or a few individuals be seen as experts, and attendees expected to listen, our retreat is 
meant to be conversational.

In these conversations, we hope attendees will engage in thoughtful dialogue in order to share 
their unique experiences. Dialogue is a conversation where all of those who participate learn, 
question, reflect, and share in order to enhance the collective group’s understanding. Dialogue 
is not a lecture, and it is not an argument. Remember that when you speak, you share your own 
perspective and understanding. No individual speaks for any other person. Respect others who 
may not agree with you, and treat all attendees the way they want to be treated.

In addition to respecting the voice and perspective of your fellow attendees, be considerate 
of physical space. Attendees should not touch or engage with other attendees or other 
participants in this gathering in any unwanted manner. This includes physical touching, 
comments, and digital communication. 

By attending this gathering, you agree not to carry out a manner of conduct which our 
organizing entities, committees, partners, and/or sponsors find inappropriate. If at any point 
over the course of this event any representative of these entities observe or are informed that 
your behavior has violated this code of conduct, you may be removed from the event and the 
cost of registration will not be refunded.

PHOTOGRAPHY RELEASE

Unless you expressly communicate otherwise 
in-person to a Ticco team member prior 
to the close of this event, you consent to 
be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise 
recorded over the course of Place Shapers - 
Detroit by attending. Your entry constitutes your 
consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording, and to any use, in any and all media 
pertaining to Ticco and its event partners/
sponsors in perpetuity.

AVOID ACRONYMS

When you use acronyms, you assume that those 
around you understand the abbreviation. While 
many might, those who don’t are left wondering, 
and they miss out on the conversation. To ensure 
all attendees can contribute, please refrain from 
using acronyms in dialogue during this event. 

Despite this advisory, attendees and speakers 
may use acronyms. As a reference, common 
acronyms you may hear used here include: 

AEC
AIA
APA
ASLA
CNU
CRE
National Trust
NGO
RED
ULI
USGBC

Architecture Engineering & Construction
American Institute of Architects
American Planning Association
American Society of Landscape Architects
Congress for the New Urbanism
Counselor of Real Estate
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Non-Government (Nonprofit) Organization
Real Estate Development
Urban Land Institute
United States Green Building Council
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